


Pictorial Weaves

A Research on Pictorial Carpets from the Qajar Period
Carpet Museum of Iran (16 Mar. till 19 Apr. 2024)
Museum Director: Mohamad Javad Inanlou

Curator: Kianoosh Motaghedi

Photography: Sadegh Miri
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Carpet with Persepolis Motives
Commissioned by Abdol Hussayn
Mirza Farman Farma

Place of weave: Kerman

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 202* 135 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum / Inv. No: 52
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Carpet with Portrait of Guerrier Franc
Commissioned by Abdol Hussayn
Mirza Farman Farma

Place of weave: Kerman

Date: 1313 A.H /1895

Dim: 196*135 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum / Inv. No: 90
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Carpet with Portraits of Kings and
World Celebrities

Mirza Farman Farma

Place of weave: Kerman

Date: 1337 A.H /1919

Dim: 273* 165 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum/ Inv. No: 321
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Carpet with Persepolis Motives
Woven by: Qareh Chedaghi
Designed by: Forsta al-Doleh Shirazi
Place of weave: Kerman

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 677*448 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 112
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Carpet with Hunting scenc of
Bahram Gur

Place of weave: Kashan

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 196*130 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 194
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Carpet with Hunting scenc of
Bahram Gur

Place of weave: Kashan

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 204127 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum/ Inv. No: 208
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Carpet with Shahnameh Stories
Woven by: Atelier Ali

Place of weave: Kashan

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 350%260 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 44
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Carpet with Portrait of European
woman with paisley pattern
Place of weave: Dorokhsh

Date: 1312A.H / 1894

Dim: 184%*140 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum/ Inv. No: 23
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Carpet with Portrait of Nader Shah
Seated on the Throne

Place of weave: Kerman

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 202*135 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum / Inv. No: 53
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Carpet with Rostam Stories from
Shahnameh

Place of weave: Dorokhsh

Date: 1220-4 A.H / 1805-9

Dim: 425%356 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum/Inv. No: 190
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Carpet with Portrait of Nur Ali Shah
Place of weave: Kashan

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 200133 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 572
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Carpet with Portraits of Mary
Jesus Christ

Place of weave: Kashan

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 196*136 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 1409
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Carpet with Portraits of

Tsar Royal Family

Place of weave: Kashan

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 198*130 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 1758
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Carpet with Portraits of Sultan
Ahamd Shah Qajar

Woven by: Mohamad ibn Jafar
Place of weave: Kerman

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 222%140 c¢.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 1755
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Carpet with Portraits of

Shah Abbas Safavi

Woven by: Probably Ali Kermani
Place of weave: Kerman

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 230154 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 1750
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Qashqaei Carpet with Portraits of
Layly and Majnoun

Place of weave: Afshar Fars

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 380*%200 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 174
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Carpet with Figures of

Angels and Dionous playing music
Woven by: Mohamd ibn Jafar
Place of weave: Kerman

Date: Qajar era

Dim: 498*350 c.m

Iran Carpet Museum /Inv. No: 111




Pictorial Weaves
A Research on Pictorial Carpets from the Qajar Period

The appearance of image on carpets and rugs of all kinds, from the earliest examples of the
Achaemenid period to the amazing hand-woven pieces of the Islamic era, can be studied in a
continuous and dynamic historical process. In the late Islamic period and with the beginning of
the Zandiyeh dynasty, based on the rich pictorial culture left over from the previous centuries
and under the influence of the creativity of the artists of the Shiraz school, such a trend developed
greatly in all artistic fields (including hand-woven fabrics) and reached its peak of prosperity with
the beginning of the Qajar dynasty.

We should consider Iran’s pictorial woven fabrics of the Naseri period as the beginning of the era
of pictorial flourishing and the formation of a new discourse in the field of design and weaving
of the luxurious Iranian carpets of the Qajar era, which are considered to reflect the taste and
aesthetics of the artists of that era. In this regard, the weavers and designers of Qajar pictorial
carpets, through their active participation in the formation and development of an “illustration
movement’, created one of the most important and attractive visual currents in noble royal arts
and at the same time in folk and popular arts of their time.

The subject and thematic classification of Iranian pictorial carpets, as pictorial documents, will
help us study and understand the characteristics and visual developments of this period. Accord-
ingly, in this exhibition, we have attempted to analyze and categorize a valuable and little-seen
collection of the treasure of the Carpet Museum of Iran on the basis of existing narrative themes,
with a reflection on the extent of their impact achieved from media such as painting, photogra-
phy, calligraphy and lithography.

Among the carpets in this exhibition, we can find and study the innovations of Qajar carpet de-
signers, based on concepts such as cultural identity and maintaining authenticity in the face of
imported themes and images, in the visual structure of outstanding examples such as: archaic and
mythological images, romantic and lyrical narratives, royal portraits, religious themes, portraits
of scholars and dervishes, postcard pictures, Europeanized images, etc.

This exhibition is dedicated to Dr. Sirous Parham and Mr. Parviz Tanavoli, who are the pioneers
of research and collecting Persian pictorial carpets.

mﬁ% Kianoosh Motaghedi

Curator and Researcher
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